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Hero plans return to battlefield after 62 years

High emotion for
Norman at war site

Frturg: Marn Porry CZ54150-MPGT

by Paul Keogh

pail kmooh £ glosciizen.co.ul

ML b e ERE o1l AHELTTRR T R T R S =

WHEN former Grenadier
Guardsman Norman Mitchell
arrives at Camino next month
it will be the first time he has
set foot on HMalian soil since
the dark days of 1943.

Mr Mitchell, now 85, foughi in one
af the bloodiest battles of the lallan
campalgn during the Second World
wiar, high up in the icy mountains a1
Monie Camino

More than half of hls battalion
were Killed or limped back as casual-
tics from the first assault on the
Gorman stronghold In November
1943

And many more pai the ultimate
price when thoy returned o the
muniniEin io fake i1 weeks lnlern

The weather conditlons were so
intensze that men wers burned by the
frost just by touching the meial of
thisir puns

Many found [t difficalt to even
sland up in the perishing winds.

1 romember the terron™ Mr
Mitchell said

“When we goi there we suddenly
found it wasn't what we thought. We
had boem told it was Lightly defonded
amd i was actually being held by
grounded parachutists from the Her-
man CGoering Division and a
regiment of mountain  warfare
troops.

“There was very close fighting all
over the place and it was literally
hand to hamd in the most appalling
weather - 1 still suffer from the frost
bite 1 got 60 yenrs ago, The enemy
were anything from a fool onwards
apart, but that's what vou oxpect,

“Shen It comes 0 Killing the
enemy, you just do il becanse it's
there, People say it's cither you or
him, but it's not, it's just him. You
don't really fesl anything because
viou e fighting to survive.™

After the war was owver, Mr
Mitchell served in Palestine and Ger-

nanv, before leaving the Army in
I‘;kui as 4 warrant officer, second
class

Are you, or do you know
of, a veteran planning to retu
to the battlefields for the Ffirst
time since the Second World

War? Write to News Desk, The
Citizen, St John's Lang,
Gloucester, GL1 2AY, email
newsSaloscitizen.co.uk or
call 0452 420 621

But he remained heavily involved
in the veterans” community and still
keeps in touch with the other 28 sur-
viving members of the 6th Battalion
of the Grenadier Guartds (o this day

Mr Mitchell, who was barn in Hol-

loway, London, but now lives in
Tuffley, secured a grant from the
National Lottery-funded  Heroes
Heturn programme 1o fravel back to
Italy '
Noxt month he will set off with his
T0-vearald carer and former arciil-
lety man Phillp' Meakin, of
Gotherington, near  Choltenham,
ex-Grenadier Guard Chris Benneit,
who lives in Australia, and Sussex
man Michoel Sterling, whose uncle
died in the first attack on Camino.

Mr Sterling only discovered the
family connection a few years agn
and has since refurned each vearn
and bullt a ealrn stone moamorial to
mark his uncle's grave on the oo
inin top.

While in Italy the group will visit
the memaorizl to lay wreaths and will
join a ceremony at Rocca d'Evandro
on the aorthern side of Camino, to
rename o stroet Grenadior Strada
after the men who fought there,

Despite his age, Mr Mitchell sadd
he was determined to get to the top
of the monntain.

"It golng o DR VOTY oot lonal,
exciting and also breathtaking, liter
ally™ he sald. “If | pass ott at the top,
they can just leaveé me - I'll be In
pood comipany ™
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# BATTLEFIELD:

Remnants of tha
Sixth Bafalion
Grenadier Guands
leave the capturod
konte Camino
meassil in Haly alber
a second bafila in
1943 cleared the
way for an assaull
on Monte Cassing.
Taking pari in the
battle was Norman
Mitcnall, cirched
the pictume, amd
mnsal. as an
BS-year-old vetarman
- r_;ILl|r||1-r|-:_:| I Feurm
io the scene for the
1hrsl ima. Piciured
I=ft s Morman in his
Tull Guards rogala,
in the 1850s.

“I still
suffer from
the
frostbite |
got 60



